on Entameeba; Clonorchis and clonorchiasis; embryogenesis in cestodes; the structure and composition of helminth cuticle; cotton rat filariasis; tissue reactions to the nematodes of animals. These papers average some 64 pages each and all are by experts in their field; each brings knowledge of the subject up to date and sets it in its background of related work. Naturally there are omissions; the paper on tissue reactions to nematodes brings veterinary work more fully up to date than human. Perhaps in this connexion the scientific discipline of the authors should be made clear by inclusion of their specific appointments and qualifications. These are omitted and will not be known by all of those using the book. The knowledge would be helpful in interpretation and assessment of points of view put forward.
Cotton rat filariasis is excellently done; and is of great importance in that it forms a model for the screening of filaricides and the understanding of many mechanisms in this important group of diseases.
There has been much confusion concerning the identity of the various species of Entamoeba, more particularly Entameba histolytica, its socalled small race, 'minuta forms' and Entama-ba hartmanni. This subject is admirably clarified.
Embryogenesis in cestodes and structure of helminth cuticle are beautifully done and beautifully illustrated with some excellent electron micrographs. It is good to see clonorchiasis discussed in detail even though much old work, rather than advances, is described. The disease affects millions in the East and tends to be overlooked elsewhere.
In selected institutional, departmental and personal libraries this work will find a valued place. Its public will not 'be wide but for those carrying out research in parasitology or reviewing certain aspects of the field it is a 'must'. It would be true to say that most workers in the field of membrane transport in the United Kingdom subscribe to the concept of membrane permeability and that the structure and chemical composition of the limiting membrane profoundly affects the transport of water and lipid soluble material. It is therefore extremely refreshing to read this monograph which systematically mounts massive documentation of experimental evidence over the last sixty years which cannot be explained by such an hypothesis. By nature the book is biased but it gives an excellent review of both the older and the newer literature on problems relating to transport. Dr Troshin feels that the functions ascribed to the cell membrane are probably erroneous and pays far more emphasis to the nature of the intracellular protoplasm and its ability to bind solutes. Although one may find it difficult to grasp and agree with all these concepts, it is extremely salutary that some of our accepted dogma could be critically appraised in this manner. Certainly for clinicians interested in problems of transport who have to rely on the results of their physiological colleagues, some of the conclusions here are rather startling. Anybody interested in problems of cell permeability should read this book and we should be grateful to the Pergamon Press for supporting this enlightened policy of translating monographs published in the Soviet Union, for clearly much valuable work has hitherto been inaccessible to the Western world. The diagnosis of postmolar trophoblastic disease is now made more often than formerly; whether there is actually an increased incidence or a greater awareness is uncertain. Gonadotrophin tests are more accurate and show that abnormal trophoblastic activity persists oftener than was realized. At the time same the success of chemotherapy has led to situations ofclinical uncertainty and thus a demand for more refined diagnostic techniques has arisen.
One of these is pelvic arteriography and from the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm comes a beautifully produced monograph giving the experience of Dr Ulf Borell and his associates with this method over the past ten years. The radiographic appearances associated with hydatidiform mole and after its evacuation are clearly given in only 11 pages of lucid prose; the rest of the book is devoted to a detailed study of 36 selected cases, which is really superbly illustrated. The intervillous spaces at the benign end are shown to have smoothly curved contours but with the malignant mole increased vascularity, arteriovenous fistulae and spread beyond the uterus are seen.
Because published arteriographic findings are still limited, this book must be very warmly welcomed by gynvcologists and radiologists. However, some criticism is necessary. It does not really emphasize that the main use of the method is the study of the natural history of the disease, in the conservative management of borderline cases, by serial studies: other workers have found the changes less unequivocal than Borell suggests. Bagshawe, for example, doubts if benign postmolar lesions can be reliably distinguished from malignant ones. Nevertheless, this volume represents an important step forward in our understanding of this disease; it would be still better if we were told the difficulties and uncertainties. DAVID The author must be congratulated on his industry and on the factual presentation of results. Although the book contains 492 tables of figures, these can be partially ignored by readers like myself, whose minds become dulled by statistics, but the tables are more easily understood than in the 1958 Report.
The 1958 Perinatal Mortality Survey stressed the lack of adequate obstetric facilities for highrisk patients, and it is apparent that in this region a high proportion of these are now correctly booked for hospital confinement or transferred to hospital early in labour; only about 5 % of the first three groups were delivered at home, and for the uncomplicated grand multipara, blind insistence on hospital delivery does not seem to be justifiable.
The overall perinatal mortality and the perinatal mortality for these high risk groups is considerably less than in the 1958 national figures, partly due to increased hospital deliveries. Nevertheless, this survey does not suggest that they should aim at 100% hospital delivery: indeed it is stated that 'the advantages of a hospital confinement are illusory unless medical attention is immediately available at all times'.
The survey shows that the presence of a complication in a high risk patient like an elderly primipara does not apparently influence the status of the obstetrician immediately responsible for the case. This applies even to Cmsarean sections which were carried out by house officers, apparently unsupervised, in five instances..
The author underlines the need for preventing premature births and for improved care of premature neonates, rather than refinements in obstetric techniques or more frequent resort to Cwsarean section. The 1958 survey stressed the high perinatal mortality in cases transferred to hospital in labour and this survey suggests that such transfer and its high mortality is usually due to prematurity.
This report should stimulate similar work in other regions, because perinatal deaths can only be further reduced by critical analysis of our work. It may also make obstetricians consider whether the present trend towards 100% hospital delivery should not be halted. The first edition of Dr R Winston Evans's book was widely acclaimed. This second edition, appearing ten years later, contains twelve new chapters, and all the original chapters, have been enlarged. Now that descriptions of tumours of the central nervous system and of the female genital tract have been incorporated, the monograph forms a comprehensive and up-to-date account of the microscopic structure of human neoplasms. The text is illustrated with over 1,300 photomicrographs, the majority being well selected and of good quality. However, the author does not confine his discussion to histology alone: histogenesis, macroscopic features, mode of spread, clinical course, embryological considerations (where appropriate), aetiological factors, endocrine disturbances and other associations, all receive attention. An excellent bibliography appears at the end of each chapter, and the index is well compiled.
Postgraduate students, practising pathologists, surgeons and research workers will all find much of value in this book. It can be recommended both as a reference work for the library, and as a 'bench book' in the pathological laboratory. N F C GOWING
